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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE  

Dear Students and Families: 
 
It is hard to believe that we are almost at the Winter Break! The last few weeks have been 
filled with a multitude of activities, sporting events, music concerts. This past Wednesday 
the WGSS Music Department hosted our annual Christmas Concert, our ISP Department 
hosted a festive Christmas dinner gathering, our Senior Boys’ volleyball team is 
participating in the Provincial tournament with their final game to be played tomorrow. In 
addition, our staff came together to decorate our main foyer and hallways at the beginning 
of December to spread a little joy and cheer for the final weeks before the winter break; 
they did a wonderful job. There was also a classroom door decorating contest with some 
amazing results!  Next week will be no different with a variety of festive activities organized 
by our student council sponsored “Wonderful Week of Christmas,” Grad Council’s movie 
night and pancake breakfast and we will also be hosting Christmas assemblies for each 
grade on Friday of next week. It will be an exciting week.  
 
At the request of some of our families, we have provided additional information and 
clarification with respect to report cards and our reporting periods for the remainder of the 
year. Also below, you will find some information from the District with respect to Transition 
Days and what those will look like at the end of the first semester.  
 
For those who have not experienced a semester system before, when we return from the 
break, the remainder of the semester goes quite quickly and then before you know it, 
Semester 2 will be upon us. Before we get to that, however, I’m really looking forward to 
all the festive activities next week and for a strong finish to Semester 1.  
 
On a personal note, the Winter Break marks the end of my first full year here at Walnut 
Grove Secondary. It has been an absolute honour and privilege to get to know Gator 
Nation throughout the past year! I am so very thankful to all the student, staff and families 
who make WGSS a wonderful place to work and learn for all of us and I look forward to 
many more years here at WGSS! 
 
Wishing you and yours all the best that the holiday season has to offer and all the best 
for a happy, healthy, New Year. 
 
 
J. Lyndon 
Principal 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Wednesday, December 15  Grad 2022 gown and diploma order due  
Friday, December 17  Last day prior to Winter Break 
Tuesday, January 4   School re-opens after Winter Break 
Wednesday, January 5  Dry Grad Parent Meeting, 6:30PM in WGSS Library 
Tuesday, January 11  Grad photo orders in the front foyer at lunch 
 
 

REPORT CARDS 
We have had a few questions from parents about our new report cards so we would like 
to provide some further clarifications.   
 
All Langley secondary schools, along with the rest of the province, are beginning the shift 
away from assigning letter grades on report cards at the Grades 8 and 9 level over this 
year and next school year. Instead, teachers will use the Ministry’s Proficiency Scale as 
a component of communicating student learning with families. We strongly encourage 
families to read the Langley School District Communicating Student Learning information 
here.  Grade 10-12 courses will also use the language on our Proficiency Scales but will 
include letter grades and percentages. 
 
The use of the Ministry Proficiency Scale will allow teachers to share where a student is 
currently at in their learning, as well as where they are going next. This model fosters a 
growth mindset for students, the empowering confidence that our abilities will continue to 
develop with hard work, effort, and determination.  As our community works through this 
transition there will inevitably be questions by our students and families.  As students get 
more used to the new reporting system, we believe they will have a better understanding 
of their current strengths and what the next steps are for their learning.   

Parents and students can look forward to reports coming home to families on the following 
dates for the year.  You can also find these dates on our Walnut Grove website calendar. 
 
Semester 1 Courses 
Wednesday, October 13 Semester 1 Interim Report 
Monday, November 29 Semester 1 Mid-Term Report Card 
Friday, February 4  Semester 1 Final Report Card 
 
  

https://www.sd35.bc.ca/students-parents/communicating-student-learning-report-cards/
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Semester 2 Courses 
Wednesday, March 2 Semester 2 Interim Report 
Monday, April 25  Semester 2 Mid-Term Report Card 
Wednesday, June 29 Semester 2 Final Report Card 
 
Linear Courses 
Monday, November 29 Mid-year Report Card 1 
Friday, February 4  Mid-year Report Card 2 
Monday, April 25  Mid-year Report Card 3 
Wednesday, June 29 Final Report Card 
 
 

SEMESTER TRANSITION DAYS – SECONDARY 
With the New Year fast approaching, the District is sharing information with families 
regarding upcoming Semester Transition Days for secondary schools. This year there will 
be three days at the end of January for you to take note of.  
 

Semester Transition Days – Secondary 
To help prepare and support students for success, the District is sharing information 
with families regarding upcoming Semester Transition Days with our secondary 
schools. Although this is not indicated in the District calendar, please note the 
following days:  

• Thursday January 27, 2022, Semester Transition Day  
• Friday, January 28, 2022, Semester Transition Day  
• Monday, January 31, 2022, Semester Turn Around Day (no students in 

attendance)  
 
What are Semester Transition Days?  
As part of the District’s Strategic Plan goals, schools are highlighting student 
transitions with various activities including but not limited to the following:  

• Capstone Presentations and Celebrations for Grade 12 students  
• Mini-Capstone Presentations for Grade 9 students  
• Student Celebrations of Learning  
• Additional Student Support Opportunities  
• School visits from Grade 7/8 students from feeder schools for orientation  
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What does this mean for students? 
• Not all students will be attending school on any or all of these days  
• Students who need to be at school on one or all of these days will receive 

communication from their school or teacher  
 
The following groups of students will be scheduled in these times: 

• Grade 9s will be scheduled to attend between 9-11AM on Thursday, January 27. 
• Grade 11s will be making appointments with Counsellors for grad chats on January 

27, 28, and 31. 
• Grade 12s will be scheduled to attend noon-2PM on January 27 for Capstone 

Presentations.  
• Many of our GQs and Student Council members will be assisting with our transition 

event for Grade 7 students on Friday, January 28. 
• Grade 8 and 10 students will not be in attendance on Thursday January 27, Friday, 

January 28, and Monday, January 31. 
 
These days are structured with the intention to ensure a smooth transition for our students 
and help foster student learning. If you have any questions, please speak with an 
Administrator.   

 
 

FOOD DELIVERY SERVICES 
On several occasions we have had students ordering from services like Skip the Dishes 
and having food delivered to the school.  On some occasions, students have been 
ordering for delivery during class time.  Unfortunately, our school is not able to support 
student use of Skip the Dishes or other food delivery services while at school.  It is 
disruptive to our school community and from a safety perspective we are not able to have 
deliveries in our school.   
 
We have an incredible cafeteria program which offers many nutritious and wonderful 
lunch options.  There is also a myriad of food options in the nearby community for 
students to choose from.  We would ask that our students either make use of one of these 
options available to them or bring their own lunch from home. Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
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PROVINCIAL LITERACY 12 AND FRENCH IMMERSION 

LITERACY 12 ASSESSMENTS 
This year, Grade 12s will be writing the Provincial Literacy 12 Assessments and for those 
in French Immersion, also the FI Literacy Assessments during the week of January 17th 
– 28th 2022.  The Provincial Literacy 12 Assessment is an extension of the Literacy 10 
Assessment your child took last year (delayed due to COVID). It is meant to be a more 
wholistic view of our students’ literacy skills in either language, as they near graduation, 
as opposed to their understanding of content from a particular English or French class.  
Students will be writing in the semester they have English 12 (or an equivalent) and FRAL 
12. 
 
All Grade 12s are required to write this assessment, however, this assessment: 

• does not count towards any class mark 
• does not count towards a student’s GPA  
• is meant to be reflective of life, not just one English class 
• completed online  
• marking rubric is out of 4 
• If you do not write this assessment you will not graduate 

 
When do students write?  

• All students must show up during their allotted time (see below). 
• French Immersion student MUST be able to write on January 25th as there are no 

other options until June. 
• We appreciate that you will be missing one class, or maybe your Study Block 

however, with our Grade 12 students set to write, we need everyone to come 
during their time. 

• If you are ill, please contact Ms. Rehnby.  There are a very limited number of 
spaces available during the Wednesday, January 26th session. 

o We don’t want people coming sick; however, this assessment is necessary 
to graduate.  Please contact Ms. Rehnby if you are ill, and plan to write in 
April. 

• Be prepared for a three-hour exam. 
 
On the day of writing the assessment please be aware: 

• Bring your student ID card or picture ID.    
• Be prepared to put your phone, purse, etc. away from the computer. 
• No food in the Library. 
• For those students who traditionally write exams in a Resource room, please 

contact your Case Manager if you wish to write there. 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/marking-rubric.pdf
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We have two sessions daily: 

• Arrive at 8:15AM and write from 8:30 – 11:30AM 
• Arrive at 11:45 AM and write from noon – 3:00PM 

 
How do I prepare? Where can I find more information? 

• This is not an assessment you can “cram” for 
• For further information you can access the marking rubric (above), videos, sample 

questions, and help for parents, among other things.   
o Please take some time to familiarize yourself with this site prior to sitting for 

the assessment. 
 
Day of Writing: 
We will write in the Library as a class and students, please come to the office if you need 
clarification on the day your write on.  Again, as mentioned above, Resource Students 
may have an alternate time to write.  Please see your Case Manager for further 
details 
 
Below is the list of Grade 12 English and French Immersion classes.  If your child has 
English or French Immersion next semester, they will write in April. 
 
Monday: 

• Arrive 8:15AM January 24th at the Exterior Library doors 
o Fast, Block A  
o Fast, Block B 

 
• Arrive 11:45AM January 24th at the Exterior Library doors 

o Beskau, Block C 
o Beskau, Block D 

 
Tuesday: 

• Arrive 8:15AM January 25th at the Exterior Library doors 
o Anastasiou, Block A 

• Arrive 11:45AM January 25th at the Exterior Library doors 
o Grade 10/11 who missed earlier; will be given a TEAMS invitation 

 
Wednesday: 

• Arrive 8:15AM January 26th at the Exterior Library doors 
o Bryant-Taneda, Block D 
o Robinson, Block D 
o Lincke, Block C 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/assessment/grade-10-numeracy-assessment
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/graduation-numeracy-assessment-brochure.pdf
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CONGRATULATIONS! 

 
Congratulations to Fraser Valley Water Polo athlete Brandeau B. 
on being named to the Youth National Team Roster set to compete 
at the Youth Pan American Championships in Bauru, Brazil 
January 9-16, 2022 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
NEED A STOCKING STUFFER? 

Hey Gators!  Are you looking for something for yourself or a 
stocking stuffer? Check out these three items available from 
Coach Lutes in the PHE office or at the Chomp Shop next 
week. 
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VIRTUAL POST-SECONDARY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 

Join WGSSCareers on Instagram to be alerted to additional opportunities.  The virtual 
events listed are hyperlinked to information and registration.  
 

Event Date Time Link 
    
KPU Nursing Info Session Tues., Dec. 14 5:00 – 6:00 PM KPU Nursing 
Douglas Nursing Info Session Tues., Dec. 14 5:00 – 6:00 PM Douglas Nursing 
St. Thomas University (NB) 
Info. 

Wed., Dec. 15 8:00 – 9: 00 PM St. Thomas Info 

VFS:  Discovery Info Session Wed., Dec. 15 4:00 – 5:00 PM VFS Info. Session 
UVic Parent Night Thurs., Jan. 13 6:00 – 7:30 PM UVic Parent Night 

    
 
 

 
  

https://www.kpu.ca/info-session/health/bsn/dec-14
https://www.douglascollege.ca/program/bsnurs
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_cqAET_DPRViE_D1PBeorbA
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/vfs-discovery-info-session-tickets-174418569637?aff=erelpanelorg
https://my.uvic.ca/RecruitNewWFE/Events/EventDetails?eventId=07f0643e-ab2b-ec11-9100-00505695aa57
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SASSY AWARDS 2022 

Applications are now open and can be found at 2022 SASSY Awards Langley Application 
– SASSY Awards – Langley  
 
The Rotary Clubs of Langley are seeking applicants ages 15 to 21 who 
demonstrate outstanding leadership skills in one of the following seven 
SASSY (Service Above Self) categories:   
 

1. Community Service (local)  
2. Environmental Leadership   
3. Youth Leadership   
4. Arts & Culture Leadership   
5. International Service (global)   
6. Leadership Beyond Adversity   
7. Sports Leadership   

  
Awards:  

• $1,000 for first place finish in each of the seven categories + a SASSY Recognition 
Award  

• $500 for two runners up in each of the seven categories   
 
Emailed applications must be received no later than Friday, March 11th, 2022 (11:59 PM). 
Email to nominations@sassyawardslangley.ca 
 
Mailed applications must be postmarked no later than Friday, March 4th, 2022. Mail to: 
2022 SASSY Awards Langley  
c/o Rotary Club of Aldergrove  
PO Box 1602  
Aldergrove, BC V4W 2V1 
 
You must be available for these dates: 

• Saturday, April 9: The top three winners in each category will be interviewed by 
a Community Selection panel to determine the 1st place winner and two runners 
up. 

• Thursday, May 5, evening:  Awards show presentation at the Chief Sepass 
Theatre, located in the Langley Fine Arts School.       

 
For more information:  
Contact info@sassyawardslangley.ca or attend the SASSY AWARDS PRESENTATION 
in the WGSS Library on Wednesday, January 12 at 11:55 am with Ms. Docherty. 

https://sassyawardslangley.ca/download/2021-sassy-awards-langley-application/
https://sassyawardslangley.ca/download/2021-sassy-awards-langley-application/
mailto:nominations@sassyawardslangley.ca
mailto:info@sassyawardslangley.ca
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CAREER CENTRE NEWS 

 
Archimedes Talks - 2021/2022 
The University of British Columbia is hosting Archimedes Talks, a speaker series for 
high-school students that takes place on UBC's Vancouver campus. Any students 
interested in active areas of research in math and science are invited. This year, sessions 
will take place on: 
 

• Saturday, February 5  
• Saturday, March 5 
• Saturday, April 2 

 
Students are encouraged to come to all three dates, which will feature talks from a variety 
of scientists and mathematicians, as well as undergraduate engineering teams that work 
on rockets, autonomous sailboats, and robots that play soccer.  Lunch will also be served.  
Register HERE 
 
Summer Immersion Program 
The Université de Montréal is pleased to announce its 2022 Summer Immersion Program. 
This two-week immersive experience brings 100 curious young people, aged 15 to 17, 
together from all around the world. In the Summer Immersion Program, they’ll learn all 
about Quebec university culture while discovering many fields of study. 
The program is an academic and social adventure and a great opportunity for students 
to develop their critical thinking skills. 
This year, you can choose between two sessions: 

• Session 1:  July 16 to 30, 2022 
• Session 2:  July 30 to August 13, 2022 

The Summer Immersion Program costs $3,000, but students who register before January 
1, 2022 will benefit from a reduced rate of $2,700. For more info 
email  summerschool@umontreal.ca. 
 
WORKBC Parent Info Night 
Wondering how to start a career conversation with a young person in your family? 
WorkBC.ca can help! WorkBC.ca is facilitating one-hour interactive webinars to help 
parents and guardians support youth as they explore career options. The virtual events 
are designed for parents of grade 9-12 students to support career conversations with their 
youth. Click on the date below you wish to register for. All sessions run from 7:00pm-
8:00pm. 
January 11 
January 20 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fapp.engage.ubc.ca%2Fe%2Fer%3Futm_campaign%3DBC%2520-%2520Archimedes%2520Talk%2520%2528Vancouver%2529%2520W21%2520-%2520INVITE%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3DEloqua%26s%3D617374102%26lid%3D1850%26elqTrackId%3D6311481342DFC5F557390EBB7610D52D%26elq%3D2ae594aadf0e47159cce2b5cfaec8b69%26elqaid%3D2103%26elqat%3D1&data=04%7C01%7Cdkifiak%40sd35.bc.ca%7Ca92bc80bdc8e4261294008d9ba96439c%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C0%7C637745976815991174%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=iDTehcoinwhPFlkqDTtbnpe7WK%2F5le%2FqPrn6VCsa3mE%3D&reserved=0
https://events.eply.com/ArchimedesTalks20213364368?utm_campaign=BC%20-%20Archimedes%20Talk%20%28Vancouver%29%20W21%20-%20INVITE&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fenvoi.umtl.ca%2Fc%2F443%2Ff6b53e6e770a3b577416c440d79dbf3c53fd77d616f49eba4b87d47d288c0f3b&data=04%7C01%7Cdkifiak%40sd35.bc.ca%7Cf569d9b06bb24586406d08d9b989e5c3%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C0%7C637744824195680498%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=%2BJu6VYMb58C3s6qKjqMgywCfQhHLoU%2FxVeXToHa3%2Flk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:summerschool@umontreal.ca
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_YKmr5ErNRZW9WlKGgEu2_A
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_DPstpiVcTQqXSBoN3YKBRQ
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Volatus Aerospace Drone Camp 
At this two-day camp (five-hour sessions each day), students will learn the essentials of 
operating drones including piloting, regulations, safety, and communication.  In addition, 
students will participate in a drone race against other students. Certified Drone Pilot 
instructors will provide the students with basic knowledge of drone photography, 
videography principles and basic drone coding commands. Cost is $250. Space is limited 
so see your Career Advisor or Career Facilitator for more information and for an 
application package today! Applications due to your Career Advisor or Career 
Facilitator January 14, 2022! 
 
Impact Youth Employment Research Project 
posAbilities Employment Service has been awarded a three-year grant by the Federal 
Government to work collaboratively on the Impact Youth Employment research project. 
At posAbilities, they are connecting youth with Job Club, which will focus on different 
topics related to employment. The Job Club will run virtually over Zoom, due to COVID-
19, twice a week for one hour and 15-minute sessions. Youth will also have the 
opportunity to meet with an Employment Specialist once a week to do self-discovery and 
look at part-time job opportunities that they might be interested in exploring. 
  
Although the research part will start around May, Job Club will be starting in January 
2022. They will be hosting info sessions in January as well. Contact them to learn more 
and find out how you can get involved: 
 
Ph:  236-471-0444 
Email:  employment@posAbilities.ca 
 
Boys and Girls Clubs of South Coast BC 
Looking for a job? The Boys and Girls Club is offering a free five-day online training course 
to help you prepare for a job in customer service/retail sales or office admin/clerical jobs. 
To book a spot or for more information contact their office at 604-591-9262 ext. 117 or 
employmentprograms@bgcbc.ca 
 
Dates:  December 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 
Time:   10am-4pm 
 
  

mailto:employmentprograms@bgcbc.ca
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University of Alberta Gateway Experience for Grade 11 Students   
U of A is welcoming 20 lucky students with the opportunity to get away and experience 
our Top 5 university like never before! U of A Getaway is a whirlwind weekend of exciting 
events where students will stay in residence, explore state-of-the-art facilities, learn about 
our 200+ programs, discover hidden gems on campus, and experience all the U of A has 
to offer! 
 
Who:  Open to Grade 11 students throughout Canada 
When: May 27 - 29, 2022 
Where: University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta 
 
20 Grade 11 students will be selected for this unique experience. Students can learn 
more and apply at uab.ca/getaway. The application deadline is January 28, 2022. 
 
 
 
  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmx.technolutions.net%2Fss%2Fc%2Fgsby7xed_Q9kJKoUKuDGdBFBFhSssENYnEfiUuIzPCfFN0X3A85kPAIgyq7RiYgwd5ks3dapUcNxO2ND8vSVBYj64zK0ldpZB6_qZ1BTGlyiNiTdzOgPQ8YqOA9-LY9IQH9HenPKCGZPxFrg4bdjNxi_LdwIayDNkGEbJwoRnUnISdV3W3hjPduwG2O3SoynvnT0zA-bu5obLPF1t_Elcw%2F3h3%2FOSnq9nWAT1aufEUZgKOooA%2Fh1%2FTH-_UFYL14rYJGCmbOHKhpL6zlYNoRJTkcSnBN3IWP0&data=04%7C01%7Cdkifiak%40sd35.bc.ca%7Ca50dd71f433d4b4ba45b08d9a9e38ed5%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C0%7C637727617085937016%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Dgz2e2V%2BZo8u7KKiYJck8e%2FUcMUD9raAOMwC3XO5klk%3D&reserved=0
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Walnut Grove Secondary School 

Dry Grad 2022 
To Whom It May Concern 
 
Re: Fundraising for Walnut Grove Secondary Dry Grad 2022 
 
Walnut Grove Secondary School’s Dry Grad Committee (parents of Grade 12 students) 
are seeking donations for this year’s Dry Grad event to be held the evening of June 27, 
2022. 
 
With your kind support, you can help us ensure that 400 graduates have a fun, safe, and 
memorable evening. We are asking for donations of merchandise, money, or gift 
certificates. All cash donations will be used directly to fund the event, while donations of 
products or services will be used the evening of the event. No donation is too small or too 
large.  
 
The Dry Grad Committee appreciates any assistance you can provide for this year’s 
events. Your business will be recognized for your donation at our individual fundraising 
events, our Dry Grad Social Media pages, as well as in the local newspaper. 
 
Cheques may be made out to “WGSS Dry Grad” and mailed to the address below or 
dropped off to the school at the main office. Please note DRY GRAD on the envelope. 
Please feel free to contact me at your convenience. We will arrange for pick up of any 
items that cannot be mailed. 
 
Thank you for your support! 
 
Regards, 
 
Shannon Roth 
Walnut Grove Dry Grad Chair 
21010 Yeomans Cres. 
Langley, B.C. V1M 2P7 
778-240-5455  
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shannonroth77@gmail.com 
 

Walnut Grove Secondary  

Dry Grad 2022 
Fundraiser 

 
 

Please consider donating your recycling funds to our 
Walnut Grove Graduation Class of 2022 

 
Take your cans, glass, and plastic bottles and in 

clear or clear blue plastic bags to  
Walnut Grove Bottle Depot  

At the label kiosk enter this number: 
778-686-0483 

and place the label on your bag. 
  

$$ will be placed in the WGSS Dry Grad account.  
All funds will go to the 2022 WGSS Graduation class. 
 

Thank you for your support! 

http://yachtrecycling.org/new-sustainable-material-renewable-plastic-co2-plants/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://foto.wuestenigel.com/container-filled-with-collected-empty-pet-bottles-cans-and-plastic-cups-at-tomorrowland-festival-2019/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
mailto:shannonroth77@gmail.com
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