PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Dear Students and Families:

This week staff and students completed the interim report process for all classes, with the
exception of linear (year-long) classes or the Grade 8 elective rotation. Students
should have sent a photo to their parents of their interim report. In addition, students were
asked to take a paper copy home. If you have questions, please feel free to contact your
child’s teacher, either by sending an email, booking an interview during our ParentTeacher interviews coming up on October 20th and 21st, or calling the school. All staff
emails are available on our website. Information on how to book interview times with your
child’s teachers was sent home separately via e-mail on Tuesday of this week. It can also
be found below in this newsletter.
As you know, all students and staff are required to wear a mask when at school. We are
noticing a growing number of students who are forgetting to bring masks. While we
certainly have a small supply of masks to give to students who forget, we are finding that
we are giving out a high number of masks daily. This is not something that we will be able
to sustain moving forward. Please remind your students to bring their masks from home.
If they do forget their mask, students are asked to come to the office, where they will be
given a re-usable mask.
On Wednesday of this week, our staff
showed their post-secondary pride by
wearing swag from their Alma Mater.
Wishing you all a wonderful weekend!

Sincerely,
J. Lyndon
Principal
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PROVINCIAL LITERACY 10 AND NUMERACY 10
ASSESSMENTS – NOVEMBER 2021

This year, Grade 10s will be writing the Provincial Literacy 10 and/or Numeracy
10 Assessments during the week of November 2nd – 5th 2021 in the semester they have
the corresponding course. If your child has both English and Math and you feel it is too
much to write both, we can make alternate arrangements. In general, these assessments
are meant to be a more wholistic view of our students’ literacy or numeracy skills, as they
near graduation, as opposed to student’s understanding of content from a particular
English or Math class. Students will be writing in the semester they have an English 10
or Math 10 course.
All Grade 10s are required to write this assessment, and this assessment:
• is meant to be reflective of life, not just one English or Math class
• completed online
• marking rubric is out of 4
• If you do not write this assessment in this session, you need to
make other arrangements with the school for an alternate session
When do students write?
• All students must show up during their allotted time (see below)
• We appreciate that you will be missing one class, however, all our teachers
are aware of this schedule and have planned around it
• We don’t want people coming ill, however, this assessment is necessary
to graduate. Please contact Ms. Rehnby through Teams if you are ill.
• Most students will be completed within two hours; however, the assessment
is available online for three hours for those who need extra time
On the day of writing the assessment, students, please be aware:
• Bring your student ID card or picture ID
• For the Numeracy assessment bring a Calculator you are comfortable
using and pen/pencil
• Be prepared to put your phone, purse, earphones, etc. away from the
computer
• No food in the Library
• For those students who traditionally write exams in a Resource room,
please contact your Case Manager if you wish to write there
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When will students write?
• Arrive at 8:15AM and write from 8:30 – 11:30AM
• Arrive at 11:45AM and write from 12:00 – 3:00PM
How do families prepare? Where can I find more information?
• This is not an assessment you can “cram” for
• More information on Numeracy can be found at
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/provincial/grade-10-numeracy-assessment
• More information on Literacy can be found at
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/provincial/grade-10-literacy-assessment
• Please take some time to familiarize yourself with this site prior to sitting for
the assessment
Day of Writing:
We will write in the Library and ask students to write based on their classroom
teacher. Students, please come to the office if you need clarification on the day your write
on. Again, as mentioned above, Resource Students may have an alternate time to
write. Please see your Case Manager for further details
Tuesday
Nov 2

Arrive
8:15AM
Write
8:30 11:30AM

Arrive
11:45AM
Write
Noon - 3

Session

1

Knodel
Block D

Laine
Block B

All non-Grade
10 writers
either Lit or
Num

Salter
Block C

Sharkey
Block B

Salter
Block D
Laine
Block D

October 15, 2021

Session

Thursday
Nov 4

Session

Friday
Nov 5

Session

Sharkey
Block D

Lindsay
Block A
Lindsay
Block B

Wednesday
Nov 3

2

Bay
Block A

3

4

Heuving
Block C
Heuving
Block D

No one writes
an assessment

5

Sommerville
Block C
Sommerville
Block D

6

No one writes
an assessment

Bay
Block B
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PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS
OCTOBER 20 AND 21

WGSS is offering online booking for Parent/Teacher Interviews. This system allows you
to select your appointments to suit your schedule. It will also allow you to coordinate
meeting times if you have more than one child. This program is simple and easy to use.
You will have the option to choose an in-person interview, a TEAMS interview, or a phone
interview.
You will be able to register your student(s) and book your interviews online starting at
3:30 PM on Wednesday October 13 until Monday October 18 at 11:55 PM for
Parent/Teacher Interviews on October 20 and 21 2021.
Parent Registration
Please go to www.wgss.schoolappointments.com, click on the “Register” tab and fill in
the registration form to create an account. Once you have successfully registered, you
can login to the system using your new user ID and password. You must register each
of your children with the “add a student” button. Please note that even if you registered
for appointments in previous years, you must re-register for the October 2021
session.
To Book Appointments
Select Teachers
You can schedule appointments for any student you have added to the system by clicking
on the “Book Appointments” icon to the right of the student’s name. You are then taken
to a page where you can select the teachers with whom you wish to meet. Multiple
teachers can be selected by using the “Ctrl” key on a PC keyboard or the “Command” key
on a Mac keyboard. You will also choose your meeting-type option here.
Teacher Appointment Calendars
You will be shown the calendars of the selected teachers. It shows appointment times
that are available for booking. You may select appointment times by simply clicking the
check boxes or by clicking in the time block beside the check box. Once an appointment
time has been selected it will change to green.
It is not possible for you to select more than one appointment at the same time or to select
more than one appointment with the same teacher.
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Parents with More Than One Student
If you have more than one student at the school, the teacher appointment calendars will
have an additional feature displayed when the second (or third, etc.) student bookings
are made. If a sibling has an appointment booked, the student’s name will be displayed
for you, thus making it easier to book adjacent appointments.
Appointments Booked Successfully
Once the appointments are booked the screen will display the list of appointments for the
student. If you click on the “Return to Home Page” button, you will return to the home
page with your students and appointments listed. You can book additional appointments
or book appointments for another student.
Printing Parent Appointment Schedule
From the home page it is possible for you to generate a PDF document with the list of
your appointments. By clicking on the “Print Appointments” button a window will pop-up
asking you what you wish to do with the document. Google Chrome is the preferred
browser to use. In Internet Explorer, it is recommended that you click the “Save” button,
save the file and then click “Open” to view the file. IE sometimes has a problem
downloading and opening PDF documents that are generated from web sites.
Click “Open” after the download is complete to view the PDF.
Parent Schedule PDF
The generated PDF will list the appointment times, the student, and the teacher with
whom the appointment is booked.
Using TEAMS
If you are having your meeting on Teams, your teacher will email with the meeting link
prior to October 20 and 21. You can use your phone, tablet, laptop or desktop for the
meeting. If you are using a phone or tablet, you will need to download the app. Please
click here for a short video showing you how to access the meeting.
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Wednesday, October 20
Thursday, October 21
Thursday, October 21
Friday, October 22
Monday, October 25
November 2-5
Monday, November 8
Thursday, November 11
Friday, November 12

UPCOMING EVENTS

Parent/teacher interviews, early dismissal at 1:55PM
Parent/teacher interviews, early dismissal at 1:55PM
Last day of Grade 8 Term 1 electives
Provincial Pro D Day, students do not attend
First day of Grade 8 Term 2 electives
Numeracy and Literacy 10 Assessments
National Aboriginal Veterans Day
Remembrance Day (school closed)
Design and Assessment Day (students do not attend)

WGSS CLUB DAY OCTOBER 26

The objective of Club Day is to create a fun and engaging opportunity for students to learn
about what Walnut Grove Secondary has to offer. Our goal is to raise awareness of all
extra-curricular activities and opportunities available at our school throughout the year
and increase participation in these noble endeavors. We want to bolster school spirit,
promote inclusion and belonging, and empower students.
Teachers will be bringing their classes to the Cafeteria according to a pre-determined
schedule to view club displays and meet with student representatives/spokespersons
participate in planned activities as well as a meet and greet of the WGSS Student Council.
Please note that the cafeteria will be closed and no lunch service will be available.

DO YOU KNOW A 2021 GRAD?

Ministry of Education Dogwood diplomas are available for pick-up from the Counselling
Centre, 8:00AM-3:00PM.

PARKING & DROP OFF

This is a reminder to parents and students to use the school parking lots for pick up and
drop off rather than the community centre. As the community centre has recently
reopened and begun to expand services, they are noticing their parking lot has become
particularly busy between 8:00-9:00AM and 2:00-3:00PM. They have programs for parent
and tot, pre-school, and children during these times and there are a lot of vehicles not
adhering to the stop signs or regular driving regulations. Thanks for your cooperation in
keeping our community safe!
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HALLOWEEN COSTUMES

Please take some time to discuss the appropriateness of your child’s costume
choice for this Halloween as it relates to coming to school.
It is difficult to be completely definitive about what students should and should not wear
and it’s impossible to have an approval process for all costumes, so please ask your
children to use thoughtful and respectful discretion in their choices. Please emphasize
the following points:
SAFETY:
1) WE NEED TO SEE FACES
a. Full faced masks or costumes that completely hide the person are not
permitted as they can be scary for some students and pose a safety risk with
regards to us knowing who is in our school building.
2) WE NEED TO BE SAFE IN TODAY’S AGE
a. Replica or fake weapons of any kind are not permitted. Examples of exceptions
might be a toy lightsaber or small foam knight’s sword. It should be obvious to
any observer that the prop in question is a toy and nonfunctional.
3) WE ARE A SCHOOL THAT PROMOTES HEALTH & WELLNESS FOR ALL
a. Costumes that promote the use of illegal substances/activities and that portray
violence are not permitted.
RESPECTFUL:
4) WE ARE INCLUSIVE
a. A Culture Is Not A Costume - costumes that emphasize cultural stereotypes
(i.e. First Nations/other ethnicities) are insensitive and offensive to the diverse
backgrounds represented by students at our school and are not respectful of
those cultures.
5) THIS IS OUR WORKPLACE
a. Students are not permitted to wear anything suggestive or provocative in
nature. (underwear as outerwear is not acceptable).
6) WE ARE KIND
a. Students must show respect to other students by not touching, defacing, or
insulting other students' costumes
Thank you for your continued support!
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YEARBOOK GRAD INFORMATION

Guardians and Grads of 2022! We are excited to begin the Grad Section of the 2021/2022
Yearbook.
In order for us to start working on the section, we need you to complete your Yearbook
Content: Grad Comment, Grad Baby Photo Submission, Grad Signature HERE:
https://forms.office.com/r/L4Sp2fCKLh .
Optional Grad Survey for “Best of & Most Likely to” submissions HERE:
https://forms.office.com/r/zbDE6cq4Rr
Please carefully read and complete these forms, as your information will be printed “assubmitted” unless seen as NOT school appropriate or is too long. Good luck and we hope
to hear from you all soon. -Your 2022 Yearbook Grad Editors
These forms are due Sunday October 24th.

ASSESSMENT PRACTICES

There are changes coming to secondary schools with respect to our assessment
practices as well as to how we communicate student learning. Please click on the link
here to see a letter which outlines the changes that are coming as we shift to proficiency
scales as an assessment tool moving forward. For those of you who missed the
Communicating Student Learning Session hosted by the District this past week, please
see the recording of that presentation here.

PROGRAMS OF CHOICE – DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS
MONDAY, OCTOBER 18TH

Langley School District offers a rich diversity of programs that are designed to meet the
specific needs and interests of students. Programs include Fine Arts, French Immersion,
Fundamental, Langley Environmental Awareness Program (outdoor education),
Montessori, U-Connect, and Career Education Programs (secondary). The registration
deadline is October 18, 2021. For more information and instructions to register your child,
visit our District website here and review our FAQ choice programs resource here.
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VIRTUAL POST-SECONDARY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Join WGSSCareers on Instagram to be alerted to additional opportunities. The virtual
events listed are hyperlinked to a registration and additional information.

Event

Date

Time

Link

Post-Secondary BC

Tuesday, Oct. 19

9:00 am – 7:00 pm

UBC – Sustainability for our Future
(Gr. 12 girls)
U of Guelph – Info. Session

Saturday, Oct. 16

10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Monday, Oct. 18

6:00 pm – 7:00 pm

SFU Info Session for Langley

Wednesday, Oct. 20

5:00 pm – 6:00 pm

JIBC Law Enforcement Studies Info.

Wednesday, Oct. 20

7:00 pm – 8:30 pm

UBC – Sustainability for our Future
(Gr. 11-12 girls)
TWU – Preview Weekend
TRU – Open House

Thursday, Oct. 21

4:30 pm – 6:30 pm

Friday, Oct. 22
Saturday, Oct. 23

8:30 am – 6:30 pm
10:00 am – 2:00 pm

U of Sask. – Open House

Saturday, Oct. 23

1:00 – 4:00 pm CST

U of T – Fall Campus Week

Week of Oct. 23-30

Various

Waterloo Info. Session for Langley

Tuesday, Oct. 26

4:30 pm – 5:30 pm

Quest U Info. Session for Langley

Tuesday, Oct. 26

6:00 pm – 7:00 pm

Experience VCC – Open House

9:30 am – 5:30 pm

U of Alberta Info Session Langley

Tuesday, Oct. 26
Wed., Oct. 27
Wednesday, Oct. 27

Langara – Info. Session

Monday, Nov. 1

4:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Post-Secondary BC

Wednesday, Nov. 3

9:00 am – 7:00 pm

U of Victoria Info Session Langley

Tuesday, Nov. 2

6:00 pm – 7:00 pm

KPU – Langley Info. Session

Thursday, Nov. 4

4:00 pm – 5:00 pm

UBC – Engineering Open House

Saturday, Nov. 6

10:00am – 2:00 pm

UBC – Technology Today: Driving
Solutions (Gr. 9 girls)
Dalhousie U – Open House

Saturday, Nov. 6

10:00 am – 3:00 pm

PS BC
Virtual
UBC Geering Up
UBC Campus
U of Guelph
Virtual
SFU Info Session
Virtual
JIBC Info Session
Virtual
UBC Geering Up
Virtual
TWU Preview
TRU Open House
Virtual
USask – Open House
Virtual
U of T Open House
Virtual
Waterloo Info Session
Virtual
Quest Info Session
Virtual
VCC Open House
Virtual
U of A Info Session
Virtual
Langara
Passcode: 486347
PS BC
Virtual
UVic Info Session
Virtual
KPU Info Session
Virtual
UBC Engineering
Virtual
UBC Geering Up

Saturday, Nov. 6

9:30 am – 3:00 pm
AST

Dalhousie Open House
Virtual
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Capilano – Open House

Saturday, Nov. 20

8:00 am – 4:00 pm

UBC – Land & Food Systems - Open
House
VIC Discovery Days – Gr. 10-12

Nov. 22-26

Various

Feb. 23-24

Capilano Open House
Virtual
UBC – LFS Open
House

CURRENT VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Register at BETTERCOMMUNITY.CA for 30+ opportunities. Create a profile and get
matched with an organization that aligns with your interests. Some examples include
• Langley Pos-Abilities Society – Working with people with disabilities, this is a great
option if you want to go into the health care. The volunteer program coordinator is
an employee of Fraser Health and Medical student.
• Langley Volunteer Bureau: Positions include events, Cards for Seniors, and
general volunteering throughout the community
• Langley Arts Council – Promote arts and culture, develop new skills, and gain skills
that can be presented on a resume!
• Langley Rivermen – Help during games with numinous activates generally on
Friday or Saturday evenings at George Princeton Rec Centre.
For these and more volunteering opportunities see Mrs. McGee in Room 120!
Health Services Career Spotlight Session
Learn about the different careers in Health Service. Presenters from various backgrounds
in this field will talk about their occupations as well as their career journeys. Q & A to
follow each speaker.
When: October 20th, 3:15 -4:15 PM - Registration TBA
BC Youth in Parliament
Every year, between December 27th and 31st, 97 representatives of youth
organizations ages 16-21 from across British Columbia gather at the Provincial
Legislature in Victoria. Due to COVID-19 the 2020 Parliamentary Session will be
virtual.
Deadline is October 26, 2021. For more information click HERE
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The Gairdner High School Symposium
The Gairdner High School Symposium is a half-day event held each fall that gives
secondary students and teachers the opportunity to interact with Gairdner award-winning
scientists and BC Children's Hospital researchers. Click HERE for more info.
The next Symposium is scheduled virtually for Monday, October 25, 2021, 8:30 - 11:00
am.
Discovery Days in Health Sciences
is a one-day event that give secondary school students and teachers the opportunity to
explore a variety of career options in medicine and the health sciences.
The next Discovery Days in Health Sciences is scheduled virtually for Tuesday,
November 16, 2021, from 8:30 am - 12:15 pm.
For more info click HERE
FREE First Aid Training
The Langley Youth Hub is very excited to announce that we will be hosting 2 Free First
Aid Trainings on October 22nd and November 12th (Both Pro-D days with most high
schools in the Langley School District).
Spots are limited, so please have any interested youth ages 12-24 call the Langley
Youth Hub at 604-546-1130 to secure a spot. Or ask Ms. McGee for more info.
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Youth4Action Leadership Fall Event Opportunities
Are you inspired to change the world? Join to participate in and to explore World
Changing Careers at engaging Leadership Clinics hosted by Metro Vancouver
Youth4Action.
World-Changing Careers for Zero Waste
Rethinking waste and transitioning to a zero waste economy is critical to a sustainable
region and planet. Join Youth4Action to explore how leadership for change to address
sustainability can be part of your career. Meet and be inspired by professionals who are
influencing change to reduce and to rethink through their leadership at work. Click Here
to Register
Date/Time: November 3, 4:00pm – 5:45pm
World-Changing Careers for Climate Action
Addressing the climate emergency and transitioning to a low carbon future is critical to a
sustainable region and planet. Join Youth4Action to explore how leadership for climate
action can be incorporated into your career. Meet and be inspired by professionals who
are influencing climate action through their leadership at work. Click Here to Register
Date/Time: December 1, 4:00pm – 5:45pm
Career Spotlight Session – Health Services
Learn about the different careers in the Health Services Industry! Presenters from various
backgrounds in this field will talk about their occupation/role in this field as well as their
career journeys during this virtual Zoom session. Register here!
Date/Time: October 20, 3:15pm-4:15pm
CPABC High School Ambassador Program
CPA High School Ambassadors are motivated and organized student leaders in grades
10 through 12 who love to learn. Gain volunteer experience with one of Canada’s largest
professional organizations and develop your skills by completing tasks that help promote
the accounting profession. How to apply: Complete the application form found here, and
describe in 60-100 words why you would make a great CPA High School Ambassador.
Submit both by email to ambassadors@bccpa.ca . Visit www.bccpa.ca/ambassador
or click here for more information.
Application Deadline – December 3, 2021!
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JOSTENS GRAD 2022 SWAG

Grads of 2022 interested in previewing items available for order from Jostens Canada
can meet with the Jostens rep Annette at lunchtime on October 27 and 28 in the front
foyer.

October 15, 2021

Twitter: @sd35wgss

Instagram: @walnutgrovesecondary

