1. Gator Pod Application Forms Due:
Friday, March 5th
2. Gator Pod Virtual TEAMS Interviews:
Thursday, April 1st

For more information about the Gator Pod program including
forms and an informative documentary video, please visit:

http://wgss.ca/programs-courses/gator-pod/
Walnut Grove Secondary School
8919 Walnut Grove Drive Langley, BC
604.882.0220 www.wgss.ca

http://wgss.ca/programs-courses/gator-pod
604.882.0220

mmckay@sd35.bc.ca
krobinson@sd35.bc.ca

@wgssgatorpod

Ms. Robinson

An innovative, engaging and interdisciplinary program that will encourage students to
develop the skills necessary for success in the 21st century: critical thinking, collaboration, oral and written communication, information analysis and effective use of technology.

*

Social Studies

English

Science

Computers

* Gator Pod students take computers for 2/3 terms and get to select an additional elective for the 3rd

Our grade 11 and 12 leadership students are in many ways
the life-blood of our program as they design and carry out
the fun and unique challenges that Gator Pod is known
for, as well as build meaningful and supportive relationships with our grade 8 students. Our senior leaders mentor students both academically and socially within the
unique interdisciplinary environment provided by Gator
Pod. We are proud to offer 2 to 4 senior leaders in each of
our Gator Pod classes. The leaders are hand picked by our
teachers and many were in Gator Pod themselves.

Ms. Robinson began her teaching career at WGSS in 1992 and continues to love both the school and the students within it. In recent years,
her focus has been on the senior students in the Literature 12 and English 12 Advanced Placement classes; now, she is excited to be working
with the grade 8s in the GPod program. She also works on several Ministry of Education provincial exam committees. She has a Masters of
Education with a focus on making classrooms safe for all students.

Ms. Mckay
Ms. McKay has been a Gator for thirteen years. She is trained as a
Biology and Physical Education teacher but has taught 25 different
courses in 6 departments which give her a wide scope of how various
subjects can be integrated together. Her PE training provides a push
to always incorporate hands-on learning into any curriculum. Ms.
McKay was the Science teacher for the Gator Pod for five years but has
made the switch to Computers and is loving it.

Ms. Barberis
Passionate about history, Ms. Barberis endeavours to make history
relevant and engaging for the learners in her classroom. This is one of
the many reasons she has been named Social Studies Department
Head. Ms. Barberis was also a key member of the district’s Advancement Via Individual Determination (AVID) site team which implemented the successful program at HDSS and LSS. Having witnessed the excitement and enthusiasm of the Gator Pod classes, Ms. Barberis enjoys
working with the dynamic and collaborative teaching team and all the
students in the Gator Pod program.

Mr. Touzeau
Students and parents are to complete a paper application and submit it to the WGSS office by March
5th. Students will then receive an email giving them
an interview time. This year, the interview will be
held virtually on Teams: students will be placed in
online groups and asked to complete a problemsolving scenario in a virtual format.

Mr. Touzeau (aka Mr. Touz or Mr. T) is the newest member of the Gator Pod team and has the pleasure of teaching Gator Pod Science. He
began his teaching career in Burnaby before moving to the beautiful
township of Langley to teach at WGSS. Besides science, he also teaches math and resource and coaches basketball at the school. Mr. Touzeau loves getting students excited about science and tries to make
lessons as engaging as possible through hands-on activities and
demonstrations. Mr. Touzeau is excited to be part of the Gator Pod
team and is looking forward to helping students better understand the
world around them from a science perspective.

Science World

Granville Island Theatre

Student explore Neil Gaiman’s book
titled The Graveyard Book in English and
then explore all the historical characters
in Socials . Subsequently, we open up
the wall upstairs that links
the two classrooms and
students create dynamic
and interactive projects
that are presented in a
gallery walk format. We
then extend the learning
with a field trip to the Fort Langley
Cemetery.

………………….

Science & Computers team up to teach
how to plan and engineer a cardboard
arcade machine and then brand it using
decals designed by the students using a
vinyl cutter.

Visiting Fort Langley Cemetery

……………………………………….

Gator Pod prides itself on learning outside the classroom and allowing students to
challenge themselves with hands on challenges.

Students learn presentation skills using
modern software to use in other classes
when presenting various topics.

…………………….
Our epic Viking Battle Simulation asks

that students create Viking dummies; it is
the ultimate in hands on student centered
learning. Students are instructed to
incorporate body organs (Science) into
their dummies. Students create myths
(English) and then dress them in
historically accurate attire (Socials).
Students then bombard their dummies
with strawberries, using catapults and
inflicting damage that is later explored
with a post-mortem autopsy.

Fun in the sun

Teamwork and collaboration are essential components of Gator Pod. Consequently, we
devote a significant amount of time developing these skills and fostering a strong sense of
belonging. From assigning house cups to working with Sr. leaders, Gator Pod values the
importance of building leadership from an early age.

House Cup Challenges ALL YEAR LONG

This year, Gator Pod will be a “Bring Your Own Device” program to facilitate our development of future leaders who are creative and innovative learners. Students will
need to bring a laptop (with charger) that they will use for their Social Studies, English and Science classes. Families not able to provide a laptop are not excluded from
the program: the school will ensure
all students have access to the necessary technology. Please see the
WGSS Grade 8 Course Planning
Guide for more details.

Every year, the Gator Pod students start building elaborate cardboard arcade games and
set up a massive arcade in the gym of James Kennedy Elementary School and allow the
entire school to play their games while they interact with them. The arcade is inspired by
Caine, a 9 year-old boy who used his imagination and innovation to see him through a
boring summer at his dad's auto parts store.
Every year the games become more elaborate and the students’ imagination and
ingenuity are pushed as standards are raised. Building the games is an excellent
experience in itself but also working a very crowded gym for three hours with hundreds of
excited young children makes for great personal growth in our Gator Pod students.

Each year, the Gator Pod students get put into teams of 4 and compete in a race in and
around the school grounds facing clues, challenges, puzzles relating to the various subject
areas of the program. It’s the ultimate test of problem-solving, communication skills, and
team spirit.

House Cup Champions

Gator Spirit!

Working with our GatorX

Tuff Wally Teams

Terra Survival Simulation

Intramural
Participation

“I chose to apply to the program because I like working in groups and I like using the
technology that is provided in our classrooms. What interested me from the start is how we
have 1 class of 30 and we have 4 of our main classes together. I’ve gotten to know my
classmates very well and I have made many friends.”
“My favorite parts of Gator Pod are the exciting projects we do that incorporate all 4
subjects . Having 4 subjects with all the same people means you really make great friends.”
“I love walking into English and Socials and seeing the wall open because I know something
exciting is going to happen!”
“One of my favorite parts of Gator Pod is the Terra Project and the Viking Project. I like the
Terra Project because you get to go outside in the forest and learn things. I like the Viking
project because we do a lot of hands-on stuff while learning.”

YouTube search:
“GatorPod Amazing Race”
to check out some of the action “I wasn’t planning on taking Computers as an elective, but I’m so glad I was able to

experience it as part of Gator Pod. I loved learning Photoshop and doing other cool projects.”

