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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 
I would like to begin by thanking staff, students, and parents for completing the first month 

of September under very restrictive Health and Safety protocols and under a new system 

of schooling with two classes per day. Well done! 

This year, we plan to build on our methods of communication, and how we get information 

out to parents and students.  At this time, you should have received a Teams video or 

MyEdBC email introducing your teachers for this Quarter.  

We would like to encourage parents and students to follow us on Twitter @sd35wgss and 

Instagram @walnutgrovesecondary and to make a habit of checking our website for 

updates about everything that is going on around WGSS especially on our COVID page 

http://wgss.ca/covid-updates/.  We would like to put a greater emphasis on timely and 

consistent updates, rather than relying on our twice-per-month newsletter to convey 

information.  We may also start sending more frequent updates via email to both parents 

and students regarding upcoming events or deadlines at WGSS. 

Parent/teacher interviews are scheduled later this month on October 21. We will dismiss 

early that day at 1:35PM.  Information on interview format and how to book appointments 

will be emailed home next week. 

I would also like to remind families that students should be coming to school each day 

with a mask.  Hundreds of disposable masks have been handed out since the start of 

school and we are unable to sustain those numbers.  Masks will be available on an 

emergency basis only. 

As mentioned, it has been a busy, but very productive first month.  As always, I welcome 

input from parents and I am available for questions or concerns.    

Regards, 

Frank Roberto 
Principal 
 

 

 

  

http://wgss.ca/covid-updates/
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ORANGE SHIRT DAY 
Ms. Beaudry (our Indigenous Support Worker) 
and other staff members came together today 
to acknowledge Orange Shirt Day in a unique 
way!  As we could not all be together as a 
school community, a small group ate lunch 
together and then engaged in some good fun 
with Jenga.  
 
After the game, Indigenous World Views 
Department Head Ms. Brasnett challenged 
staff to pause and think about the value of 
families just being together in community, 
eating and playing games - because of the Canadian residential school system, 
Indigenous families and children were robbed of this opportunity to be together to bond 
and find joy.  
 

 
 
Staff were also encouraged to engage their block A students in conversation and 
discussion surrounding the documentary titled Picking up the Pieces.  Picking up the 
Pieces follows artist Carey Newman on his journey to create the 'Witness Blanket'- a 
national monument created of artifacts found on residential school sites and donated by 
survivors and their families. The Witness Blanket commemorates, honours, and teaches 
about the true history of the residential schools and sheds light on the impacts still felt 
today. 
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WGSS 2020-2021 SCHOOL CALENDAR - UPDATED 
Please note that dates and events may change.  See www.wgss.ca for the most up-to-date 

information. 
 

 

October 

Oct 12 (M) Thanksgiving (School Closed) 
Oct 19 (M) Quarter Swap-over Day for Grades 10-12 

Oct 19-22 Interim Reporting  

Oct 21 (W) Parent/Teacher Interviews, early dismissal at 1:35PM 

Oct 23 (F) Professional Development Day (Provincial) (students not in attendance) 

 

 

November 

Nov 11 (W) Remembrance Day (School Closed) 
Nov 17 (T) Last day of Quarter 1 

Nov 18 (W) Design and Assessment/Report Card Prep Day (students not in attendance) 

Nov 19 (Th) First Day of Quarter 2 

 

December Dec 18 (F) Last Day Prior to Winter Break 

 

January 
Jan 5 (T) School Re-opens after Winter Break and Quarter Swap-over Day for Grades 10-12 

Jan 6 (W) Parent/Teacher Interviews, early dismissal at 1:35PM 

Jan 6-8 Interim Reporting 

 

 

February 

Feb 1 (M) Last day of Quarter 2 

Feb 2 (T) Quarter Turnaround Day (students not in attendance) 

Feb 3 (W) First Day of Quarter 3 

Feb 12 (F) Professional Development Day (District) (students not in attendance) 

Feb 15 (M) Family Day (School Closed) 

 

March 

Mar 8 (M) Quarter Swap-over Day for Grades 10-12 

Mar 10 Parent/Teacher Interviews, early dismissal at 1:35PM 

Mar 10-12 Interim Reporting  

Mar 12 (F) Last Day Prior to Spring Break 

Mar 29 (M) School Re-opens After Spring Break 

 

 

April 

Apr 2 (F) Good Friday (School Closed) 
Apr 5 (M) Easter Monday (School Closed) 

Apr 22 (Th) Last Day of Quarter 3 

Apr 23 (F) Design and Assessment/Report Card Prep Day (students not in attendance) 

Apr 26 (M) First Day of Quarter 4 

 

May 

May 21 (F) Professional Development Day (District) (students not in attendance) 

May 24 (M) Victoria Day (School Closed) 

May 25 (T) Quarter Swap-over Day for Grades 10-12 

May 26 (W) Parent/Teacher Interviews, early dismissal at 1:35PM 

May 26-28 Interim Reporting 

 

June 

Jun 25 (F) Last Day of Quarter 4 (Transition Day) (students by invitation only)  

Jun 29 (T) Final Report Card 

Jun 30 (W) Administrative Day (students not in attendance) 

 

http://www.wgss.ca/
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Please check our website for the most up-to-date information. 
 
October 12  Thanksgiving Day – school closed 
October 13  PAC meeting @ 6:30 PM in the WGSS Library 
October 19  Quarter Swap-over Day for Grades 10-12 
October 20  Photo retake day 
October 21  Parent/teacher interviews, early dismissal at 1:35 PM 
October 23  Provincial Pro D Day – students not in attendance 
November 11 Remembrance Day – school closed 
November 17 Last day of Quarter 1 
November 18 Design & Assessment Day – students not in attendance 
 

 

SCHOOL PHOTO RETAKE DAY 
School Photo Retake Day is Tuesday, October 20:  
 

• Grades 8/9 from 11:10 AM - noon 

• Grades 10-12 from noon - 1:30 PM 
 
If you missed photo day, please have your student bring their completed order form and 
payment to the photographer. If you are ordering a replacement photo package, please 
ensure that your student returns their existing package to the photographer on retake day. 
 
Retakes will not done for student ID cards. 
 
Grade 12 students please note that formal graduation photos are scheduled for 
November 23 - December 2.  More information to follow.   
 
 

DON’T FORGET TO REMIND YOUR CHILD 
Please remind your child that our various school entrance points are not officially open to 
students until 8:50 AM. We often have the doors propped open in the minutes prior as we 
prepare to welcome students but we ask that students remain outside the building until a 
teacher supervisor is present and students are invited in after 8:50 AM.  
 
Learning Support students and other exceptions are still able to enter the building earlier 
then 8:50 AM through the exterior library entrance. We thank you for your support and 
cooperation.  
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WITHDRAWALS FROM CLASSES 
We recognize that our senior students are adjusting to studying in a different model this 
year than they have been familiar with.  We want all families to be aware that students 
are always encouraged to utilize the supports available to them to be successful in their 
classes - this includes making schoolwork a priority. Often when our administration team 
has conversations with students, they hear about how many hours the student is working 
and/or how late they are working in the evening.  Students are expected to make every 
effort to succeed in the courses that they are registered in.  They are asked to utilize class 
time effectively, work with their teacher, ask for additional support as needed to be 
successful in class.  If a student and their parent wish to drop a course, they must first 
have a conversation with the subject teacher, then be in touch with their Counsellor to 
discuss their educational program.  Students will not be withdrawn from a course after 
four weeks; If they choose to not to attend a class further, they will receive the mark that 
is earned in the class on their report card. 
 
 

NUMERACY ASSESSMENT GRADES 10-12 
All Grade 10, 11, and 12 students will automatically be registered to write the Numeracy 
Assessment this year. Grade 12s are first up to write from November 2-6 in our school 
library. Students will be assigned to either a 9 AM session or 12:30 PM session during 
this date range. Completing this assessment is essential as it is a graduation 
requirement.  Grade 11s will write the Numeracy Assessment from January 25-29 and 
Grade 10s will write from April 12-16.  
 
 

CAFETERIA OPEN – ORDER ONLINE! 
The WGSS cafeteria is up and running and accepting orders via 
School Cash online!   
 
Menus will be made available Friday afternoons for the week ahead 
on the WGSS website. Online orders can be made until 7AM the day 
of service. Students will be picking up their lunch orders from their 
predetermined locations noted in the order menu.  
 
We hope to include hot food in the coming weeks as we adjust to 
the new routines in the cafeteria.   

 

http://wgss.ca/our-school/pay-your-school-fees/
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VIRTUAL POST-SECONDARY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
The majority of post-secondary institutions are no longer sending recruiters to schools 
and they are not hosting Open Houses.  Families who are interested in exploring career 
and post-secondary options can review this list and sign-up to be part of the virtual event 
through the hyperlink provided below. 

 

Event Date Time Link 

KPU Open House Saturday, October 
3 

12:00 – 2:00 
pm  

KPU – Virtual  

U of Calgary Saturday, October 
3 

10:00 – 3:00 
MST 

U of C Open House 

Canadian 
Universities 

Saturday, October 
3 

10:00 am – 
2:00 pm 

C.U.E. – BC Link 

Canadian 
Universities 

Tuesday, October 
6 

4:00 pm – 8:00 
pm 

C.U.E. – BC Link 

Discover U 
Victoria 

Tuesday, October 
6 

4:00 pm – 5:00 
pm 

UVic – Info Session 

VCC – Open House Tues.-Wed., Oct. 
6-7 

9:30 am – 4:00 
pm 

Experience VCC 

BCIT Big Info 
Session 

Tues.-Thurs., Oct. 
6-8 

4:00 pm – 7:30 
pm 

BCIT Info Session 

Canadian 
Universities  

Thursday, October 
8 

4:00 pm – 8:00 
pm 

C.U.E. – BC Link 

Douglas College Tuesday, October 
13 

5:00 pm – 6:00 
pm 

Douglas Info Session 

SFU – Info 
Sessions 

Oct. 13 – Dec 11 Various Times SFU Sessions 

U of Alberta Thurs-Sat, Oct. 15-
17 

MST U of A Open House 

U Vic Parent 
Information 

Sunday, October 
18 

5:00 – 7:00 pm U Vic Parent Session 

U of Sask - for 
Langley 

Wed., October 21 3:00 – 7:00 CST https://bit.ly/3iqJBAI 
 

https://www.kpu.ca/openhouse
https://www.ucalgary.ca/future-students/undergraduate/events/open-house
https://cuebc.org/register/
https://cuebc.org/register/
https://www.uvic.ca/undergraduate/tours-events/events/index.php#ipn-discover-uvic-information-sessions
https://www.vcc.ca/applying/apply-now/info-sessionstours/experience-vcc/
https://www.bcit.ca/about/visit/big-info/
https://cuebc.org/register/
https://www.douglascollege.ca/future-students/explore-douglas/information-sessions
http://www.sfu.ca/students/admission/campus-tours.html
https://www.ualberta.ca/admissions/undergraduate/tours-and-events/open-house/index.html?
https://www.uvic.ca/undergraduate/tours-events/events/index.php#ipn-parent-nights
https://bit.ly/3iqJBAI
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PS BC Virtual Fair Wed., October 21 3:00 – 7:00 pm PS BC Institutions 
Fair 

Queen’s Info 
Session 

Wed., November 
4 

12:00 pm EST Queen’s Info 

SFU for WGSS 
Students 

Wed., November 
4 

4:00 pm t.b.a. 

UBC for WGSS 
Students 

Monday, 
November 9 

3:00 pm t.b.a. 

KPU for WGSS 
Students 

Thursday, 
November 12 

2:15 pm – 3:00 
pm 

KPU Presentation 

Capilano 
University 

Thurs-Sat., Nov. 
19-21 

8:30 am – 9:00 
pm  

Explore Cap U 

McGill University Wednesdays Various Times McGill – Virtual  

Waterloo 
University 

Wednesdays 5:00 – 6:00 pm 
EST 

Waterloo – Info  

UBC Various Days Various Times UBC Info Sessions  
U of Toronto  Various Days Various Times U of T Info Sessions 

 

 

  

https://www.postsecondarybc.ca/event/psbc-virtual-fair/
https://www.postsecondarybc.ca/event/psbc-virtual-fair/
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci_online/future-students/events
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_NTNiZmE0YWMtZTgyYy00YWI1LTg5YzAtMDY3ZjEzNWZkY2E5%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252266b9f62d-3042-495e-aab6-db86f21500c0%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522673deac9-2c4b-4541-a88f-c74f1c752f1d%2522%252c%2522IsBroadcastMeeting%2522%253atrue%257d&data=02%7C01%7CDKifiak%40sd35.bc.ca%7C612c3bc33b394d47f9c508d866eea93f%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C0%7C637372522519501183&sdata=QCCLze69ZMhWQc5kJPSK3F1V%2BqI5v93MhUSl%2FDGxVMQ%3D&reserved=0
https://www.capilanou.ca/programs--courses/get-started/visit-capu/explore-capu-open-house/
https://future.mcgill.ca/portal/wednesdays
https://uwaterloo.ca/future-students/tours-events
https://account.you.ubc.ca/s/events
https://discover.utoronto.ca/
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WGSS CAREER CENTRE UPDATE 
 
Volunteer and Work Opportunities  
 
The Langley Volunteer Bureau has created an APP where volunteers are able to create 
an account, specify areas of interest and choose from over 50 partnered organizations 
that have volunteer opportunities. Most opportunities are LOCAL to our community.  
Please visit www.bettercommunity.ca to create an account and start volunteering!  
 
Paid Opportunity 
 
Youth at the Booth is Elections BC’s program to hire high school students as election 
officials in the 2020 Provincial General Election. You must meet the following criteria: 

• between 15 and 19 years old 

• interested in community service, student government or service clubs, and 

• able to be work in a neutral and impartial way. 
 
Applicants must be legally entitled to work in Canada, have a valid SIN and their parent 
or guardian’s approval to apply.  Click  HERE to learn more.  

  

http://www.bettercommunity.ca/
https://elections.bc.ca/docs/YouthattheBooth.pdf
https://elections.bc.ca/current-jobs/


 

  
October 2, 2020                     Twitter: @sd35wgss            Instagram: @walnutgrovesecondary    

 

 
 

The Canadian Universities Event (CUE) is a consortium of 50+ post-secondary 
institutions across Canada.  This year they will be hosting a unique virtual experience for 
students and families interested in learning about post-secondary options.  CUE will have 
live events which feature representatives from a variety of universities. 
 
Students will be able to register and login for the CUE virtual events on the day that suits 
their schedule. Each attending CUE institution will be hosting online sessions during the 
times listed below.  Students are encouraged to explore the virtual booths with curiosity 
and an open mind. Student events are scheduled for: 
 

Saturday, October 3  10am-2 pm 
Tuesday, October 6  4-8 pm  
Thursday, October 8  4-8pm 

 

Register:   cuebc.org 

 

  

https://cuebc.org/
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SCREENAGERS NEXT CHAPTER 
Filmmaker and physician Dr. Delaney Ruston takes the conversation around screens and 
teens to the next level with Screenagers NEXT CHAPTER: Uncovering Skills for 
Stress Resilience—a film that examines the science behind teen’s emotional challenges, 

the interplay of social media, and most 
importantly, what can be done in our schools and 
homes to help them build crucial skills to 
navigate stress, anxiety, and depression in our 
digital age. 

 
We follow Dr. Ruston as she finds herself at 
a loss on how to help her own teens as they 
struggle with their emotional wellbeing.  
 
Dr. Ruston sets out to understand these 
challenges in our current screen-filled 
society, and how we as parents and schools 
empower teens to overcome mental health 
challenges and build emotional agility, 
communication savvy, and stress resilience. 

 
We witness Dr. Ruston as she finds her way from ineffective parenting to much-
improved strategies. We follow other personal stories of families from an array of 
backgrounds with a spectrum of emotional challenges. We also observe 
approaches in schools that provide strategies relevant beyond the classroom 
setting. Interwoven into the stories are surprising insights from brain researchers, 
psychologists, and thought-leaders that reveal evidence-based ways to support 
mental wellness among our youth. The impact of social media and other screen 
time is incorporated in all the topics raised in Screenagers NEXT CHAPTER, how 
it may be impacting our teen’s mental health, and what we can do to help foster 
youth in the face of struggles. 
 
The Langley screening of this film will be followed by a Q&A with an expert panel.  
 
WHEN:  Tuesday, November 17, 2020, 7:00 – 9:00 PM 
WHERE: Online (a Zoom Link to view the presentation will be sent to 

registered attendees the day before the event) 
REGISTER: $5 per family - Buy Now! 

 
Sponsored by Langley Children, Youth and Families 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flangleychildren.us20.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dac3e2313d3c5fd6a5b0a36616%26id%3D4aa9a55f79%26e%3D47f0de9836&data=02%7C01%7Cdkifiak%40sd35.bc.ca%7C8d27f74748144f12a2a908d865633cf5%7Cfcabfaaef80a4f74b6a7ba15c2a4bb24%7C0%7C0%7C637370824188060225&sdata=z77xvWKEm6jFhmYOtf01KPeqz8ZKYK5ZqT8B9DesC0E%3D&reserved=0

